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The 3rd Annual Winterfest at Ohiopyle State 
Park once again proved to be a growing success.  
With about 1500 people coming out to enjoy the 
snow, the day involved some of the favorite ac-
tivities from last year as well as some new events.  
The kids got a chance to try mini snowmobiles 
brought up by WISP Resort, try their skills on the 
obstacle course and check out the winter survival 
camp.  Enough snow allowed for J&H Riding 
Stables to provide horse-drawn sleigh rides 
through Firetower field. The snowshoes from REI 
and cross-country skis by Hilltoppers were a con-
tinued favorite by kids and adults alike.  The only 
issue encountered was trying to extract a few ve-
hicles at the end of the day from the parking lot 
turned mud field. Mark your calendars for next 
year– same time, same place– February 6, 2010. 
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Believe it or not it is time to think about our Fall campout already!  This is the third year we are 
going to brave the elements for some good old fashioned fun.  As a group we have decided to 
head to Maryland this year to Swallow Falls State Park.  The original plan was to head to 
Herrington Manor State Park and spend some time in a modern cabin.  But alas they are all 
booked already so Swallow Falls it is.  For those of you not familiar with the Park it is part of the 
headwaters of the Yough and they also have a pretty nice waterfall and of course lots of hiking.  
This year’s campout is October 16-18.  Although Swallow Falls doesn’t have modern cabins they 
do have small cottages which seem to be very similar to our campground cottages.  From the in-
formation I can glean from their website they have bunk beds and a small table and porch.  If you 
think you would like to come and stay in a camping cottage I think it would be a good idea to get 
reservations very soon.  Please email me (Barbara) at eeohiopyle@qcol.net and we will see how 
many we need.  They sleep 4 or 6 people.  If you plan on doing the tent thing I think you are fine 
without a reservation.  Last year we had a great time and would love to have a good crowd again 
this year.  Hopefully we won’t have subzero temps again! 
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              First off, I would like to start off with a hearty ‘thank you’ to all those who took the 
time to attend the last hearing in Uniontown on April 29, 2009.  Despite cool and rainy weather, 
nearly 80 people filled the room during the second installment of the zoning board’s hearing 
about this proposed mine site.  The first meeting was held on March 18, 2009. 
              For those of you who have not heard about this proposed site, let me fill you in.  This 
whole saga began last April, when, in Dunbar Township, there was a public meeting held by the 
DEP and Amerikohl to inform people about this proposed mine site they are trying to get the 
permits for.  FOO voted to aid in the funding of this effort donating $750 towards legal fees. 
              Why does FOO care, you ask?   Well, just past Bruner Run along the Great Allegheny 
Passage, this mine site would essentially overlook the trail, being no more than ¼ of a mile 
from the trail itself.  This parcel of land, which is 586 acres is currently zoned agricultural. We 
would like to see it stay that way w/o out having a special exemption given to Amerikohl.  We 
as conservation volunteers strongly believe that this proposed mine holds too much risk.  Natu-
rally, there are many environmental concerns along with safety concerns.  People drive from all 
over the United States to see Ohiopyle and all of the gems the park holds, whether it’s hiking, 
biking, boating, birdwatching, or just a day away from the city  Each year, 1.9 million visitors 
flock to our park.  We want nothing more than to maintain what we have already. 
              Numerous groups turned out for the hearing.  These groups included Trout Unlimited, 
Mountain Watershed, Friends of Ohiopyle.  Local business owners voiced their concerns as 
well.  Eric Martin, owner of Wilderness Voyagers spoke on behalf of the river’s quality and the 
revenue his business pulls in for the county.  His message was clear:  People don’t want to 
swim, fish and boat in dirty water.  The risk outweighs the rewards if this mine permit is 
granted.  Many locals came and voiced their concerns as well, citing numerous reasons as to 
why this company should not be granted the exception to mine on this parcel. 
              The hearing started at 10 am, broke for an hour lunch, and ran until 4:30.  Due to the 
overwhelming response and attendance, not all people were able to state their views  and speak 
their mind, so the hearing was continued.  After the continuation hearing and review period, the 
project was denied.  Kudos to those of us who voiced our concerns and   fought the good fight!! 
We were all rewarded with success! 

              Music In The Mountains 2009 was our most successful to date!  Park visitation was 
estimated to be approximately 30,000.  This year, we hosted a record number of vendors at 
35.  Helicopter rides as always were very popular.  Interpretative programs includes first 
person interpretation of Nasty Ned, the frontiersman, and Ben Franklin.  Native American 
demonstration was held by  “Ghost In The Head”, who has performed many programs in the 

park this summer.  Musical acts included folk, 
country, and some rock.  Something for every-
one.  The annual ice cream eating contest and 
photo contest were popular as always.  FOO 
sold gear, ice cream cones, snow cones, and 
drinks.  Thanks to Galliker’s for donating ice 
cream and a freezer for us.  This event is a ma-
jor fund raiser for FOO and is staffed by volun-
teers.  So, consider pitching in next Labor Day 
weekend to do your part.  If you’ve never at-
tended a Music In The Mountains, you’re miss-
ing out on all the fun!  Join us! 
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            The Pennsylvania Parks & Forests Founda-
tion held their 3rd Annual Award Banquet in Harris-
burg on May 5, 2009 where they presented 8 differ-
ent awards. 
            This included the Friends Group Volunteer-
ism Award which is defined as: the group that at-
tracts and nurtures volunteers and actively engages 
them in a wide range of projects; contributes signifi- cant 
volunteer hours in proportion to the size and location of the park or forest; or has 
developed an innovative volunteer program.  
            This year the award was given to Friends of Ohiopyle. We were recog-
nized for our outstanding work on numerous park improvement and service pro-
jects. We logged in over 19,000 service hours in 2008, that’s impressive!!! 
Stacie and I attended the banquet where I proudly accepted the award on behalf of 
my fellow FOO’s and stated that we have a fine group of dedicated and hard 
working volunteers. 
            Though we don’t do it for the fame and fortune, it’s a good feeling to be 
recognized for all the work that we do.  
As proud as I was to accept the award, I am even prouder to be a FOO and work 
along side of all of you. We have a fine core of veteran volunteers and our new 
volunteers have fit right in and we are so happy to have them. 
            For those of you who have not been able to join us on a volunteer day we 
urge you to come on! 
            We have a great time together, there’s a lot of fun along with the work. 
One thing I can say about the FOO volunteers, we do “Git er done”!! 
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